THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

many of their ancient customs, which are much
the same as those existing in the Himalaya. The
cedar and the juniper are held sacred and are
believed to afford protection from evil spirits.
The seed-corn, before sowing, is purified in the
smoke of the cedar.1

The Daradas still inhabit the left bank of the
Indus. They are frequently alluded to in the
Raj atarangini, and they held then, as they do
now, the country between the north-western
boundary of Kashmir and the Indus. The
Darada chiefs, like those of Kator, were called
Sahi or Shahi.2

The Daradas, although they are described in
the Mahabharata as " good and well-born Ksha-
triyas," had evidently, like their neighbours, come
but little under Brahmanical influence, even down
to the time of their conversion to Islam.

Amongst the tribes of the Hindu Kush, springs
are still supposed to cause storms if any impurity
be thrown into them, owing to the resentment of
the Sun or of the Naga, to whichever they may be
sacred. A snow-storm, produced in this way, is
said to have induced the Shahi Jaipal to submit
to the Amir Subuktigin.3

In the states of Hunza and Nagar the rulers,

1 " Tribes of Hindu Kush," 104.
3 Raj atarangini, Stein, vii. 913.
8 Elliott, ii. 20.
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